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CHARACTERS: PRINCIPAL/COMMISSIONER/BIG LARRY

INT. COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE- DAY1 1

The COMMISSIONER is sitting across from the PRINCIPAL.

COMMISSIONER
So what makes you perfect for the 
position of 'Warden' at the State 
Penitentiary?

PRINCIPAL
Well, I'm the perfect candidate because 
I'm currently the principal at the 
middle school down the street.

COMMISSIONER
And how does your experience there 
translate?

PRINCIPAL
Working at a school is just like working 
at a prison.

(beat)
For starters, everything is scheduled 
down to the minute. Learning time, lunch 
time, free time. And if someone doesn't 
adhere to the allotted time? Detention.

COMMISSIONER
So would you say you pride yourself on 
giving detention?

PRINCIPAL
No not anything like that. I just do 
what must be done. Even if it's to 
myself.

COMMISSIONER
To yourself?

PRINCIPAL
I was late to lunch duty one day. My 
breakfast burrito didn't sit right with 
me and I was in the bathroom longer than 
planned. I marched myself right to my 
office and gave myself a stern talking 
to. Wrote the detention slip and 
everything.

COMMISSIONER
And did you ever serve that detention?

(CONTINUED)
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PRINCIPAL
Yes actually. The kids were confused but 
you gotta be a leader. Ya know?

(beat)
Which brings me to my next point. I 
would be a great warden because I 
wouldn't let what the prisoners say 
bother me. There's no one more ruthless 
than kids. Especially middle schoolers.

(beat)
I forgot to lay my edges one day and 
ever since then the kids call me 'Ms. 
Frizzle'. I didn't even know kids still 
watched 'The Magic School Bus'. Can't 
blame them though. With a theme song 
like that no one can resist the sweet 
temptations of a red head. Am I right?

COMMISSIONER
What's your point?

PRINCIPAL
My point is, I only cried myself to 
sleep for a week after that. So I've 
been conditioned to handle any and all 
nicknames that these inmates might throw 
at me.

COMMISSIONER
For this job you can't get attached to 
these inmates. They come and they go. 
Some are here for a few months while 
others are here for decades.

PRINCIPAL
Not a problem. I've had some really 
smart kids in my time that have skipped 
a grade and were gone in a flash. Some 
transfer to other schools. Others are 
dumber than rocks and have to stay here 
for 6 years.

COMMISSIONER
6 years?

PRINCIPAL
Yeah. Must've been dropped on his head 
one too many times as a baby.

COMMISSIONER
I don't think you can say that about 
your students.

(CONTINUED)
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PRINCIPAL
Oh it's fine. He's my nephew.

COMMISSIONER
I don't think that's any bet-

PRINCIPAL
So did I get the job? 

COMMISSIONER
Um...

PRINCIPAL
If not I gotta go. I have another 
interview to be an Elderly Synchronized 
Swimming Instructor at the Y.

COMMISSIONER
We won't know until we conduct the rest 
of the interviews.

PRINCIPAL
Alrighty then. I guess we're done here.

The Principal gets up to leave.

A siren goes off.

A tall, buff inmate runs into the room.

PRINCIPAL (CONT'D)
Hey. No running!

They stop.

PRINCIPAL (CONT'D)
You! What's your name?

BIG LARRY
Big Larry.

PRINCIPAL
Your real name?

BIG LARRY
Larry Chopowski.

PRINCIPAL
Larry Chopowski. Stand in a corner and 
think about what you've done.

Larry stands in a corner.

(CONTINUED)
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COMMISSIONER
How did you do that? We've been trying 
to wrangle Big Larry for years.

PRINCIPAL
I'm a principal. It's what I do.

COMMISSIONER
Wow. You're hired. You start 
immediately.

They shake hands.

END SCENE
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