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NARRATOR
Once upon a time in a far away land,
there was a small kingdom on the edge of
a forest. It was ruled by a kind and
fair woman by the name of Queen
Marigold. Her Royal Highness, Queen
Marigold, was celebrating her birthday
and things were looking up until, one
night, they weren't.

SIR LOCHLEY
Your Royal Highness. I'm so terribly
sorry to ruin such a joyous time, but I
come bearing bad news.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
That’s alright. What seems to be the
problem, Sir Lochley?

SIR LOCHLEY
We have just received word that the
neighboring Danby Kingdom wants to
declare war on you.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Received word from whom?

SIR LOCHLEY
From one of the guards, Your Majesty.
They said that a horseman from the Danby
Kingdom stopped by to deliver a letter
earlier this morning.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Thank you, Sir Lochley. Get me Sir
Andrew. Quickly, please.

SIR LOCHLEY
Yes, Your Majesty.

NARRATOR
Sir Andrew, the Queen’s right hand man,
was a smart and trustworthy knight. He
ran in with great haste and worry.

SIR ANDREW
What seems to be the problem, Queen
Marigold?

QUEEN MARIGOLD

It’s the Danby Kingdom. They’ve declared
war on us.
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SIR ANDREW
But what about our peace treaty? I
thought we were allies.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Apparently not.

SIR ANDREW
Well what do you need me to do?

QUEEN MARIGOLD
I need you to go to the Danby Kingdom
and send a peace offering. We can’t
afford to go to war right now. Here.
Take this necklace.

SIR ANDREW
(shocked)
Queen Marigold! That's a Royal Family

heirloom!

QUEEN MARIGOLD
I know what it is, Sir Andrew. Do you
mistake me for a fool?

SIR ANDREW
No, Your Highness. I would never. But,
with all due respect, you can’t be
serious.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
And why is that?

SIR ANDREW
I just don’t think it’s a good idea to
give that as a peace offering. I know
that means a lot to you and I’'d hate for
you to never see it again.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
I may care for this jewelry, Sir Andrew,
but I care for my people and my kingdom
more. Sacrifices are a part of the duty.
Do you understand?

SIR ANDREW
Yes, Your Majesty.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Good. Now, I need you to go to the Danby
Kingdom. Present this to their king,
King Danby, and ask him not to declare
war on us. It’s not a long trip. It
shouldn’t take more than a day.
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SIR ANDREW
What if it doesn't work?

QUEEN MARIGOLD
I've got the rest under control. It
should be dealt with by the time you
reach the castle. All I need you to do
is bring this to the king. Deliver it
personally. Can you do that for me?

SIR ANDREW
Yes, Queen Marigold. When should I
leave?

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Immediately, Sir Andrew.

SIR ANDREW
As you wish, Your Royal Highness.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Sir Lochley. Fetch Sir Andrew's horse,
please.

SIR LOCHLEY
Yes, Your Majesty.

NARRATOR
Sir Andrew wasted no time getting on his
journey. He hopped on his horse and rode
over the drawbridge into the woods.
Queen Marigold watched through her
window.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
God save us all.

NARRATOR
The journey was going well. He had
plenty of food and water to last him and
his horse, Chestnut, longer than needed.
Until..

SIR ANDREW
What the heck is that?

NARRATOR
Sir Andrew was met with a huge, shadowy
figure. It engulfed the sky and it..

SIR ANDREW
Oh. Heh. Nevermind.
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NARRATOR
...was just a tree. A plain old tree.
SIR ANDREW
Man, Chestnut, that almost gave me a
fright.
NARRATOR

(clears throat)
Anyways, Sir Andrew traveled through the
forest all night until he reached the
gate. He was met with two identical
knights, who were guarding the entrance.

KNIGHT ONE
Stop right there, sir.

SIR ANDREW
I need to see King Danby, please. It’s
urgent. I come from the Marigold Kingdom
representing Queen Marigold. I have a
gift for the King.

KNIGHT ONE
Alright, I guess.
KNIGHT TWO
Up the stairs and to the left.
SIR ANDREW
Thank you.
KNIGHT TWO

Leave the horse.

KNIGHT ONE
No horses inside.

SIR ANDREW
Oh, sorry. Thank you again, gentlemen.

NARRATOR
And so, Sir Andrew walked into the Danby
castle and into King Danby’s throne
room, where he was sitting on his golden
throne... playing with a yo-yo.

KING DANBY
Hey pal. What's up?

SIR ANDREW
Um. Sir Danby?
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KING DANBY
Yeah man. How's it going?

SIR ANDREW
Not too well, actually. That's why I'm
here.

KING DANBY
Aw. Bummer, dude. What can I help you
with?

SIR ANDREW

Sir, I'm from the Marigold Kingdom and I
come bearing gifts.

KING DANBY
Ooh gifts. Whatcha bring for me?

SIR ANDREW
Well, it’s Queen Marigold’s family
heirloom. Her necklace. It’s a peace
offering.

KING DANBY
Oh yeah. She said I’'d be expecting you.
Your Queen seemed adamant that the
necklace would help end our little tiff
that we’re having.

SIR ANDREW
And did it?

KING DANBY
I guess so.

SIR ANDREW
But, wait. I’'m confused. Why would you
declare war on us in the first place? We
have a peace treaty already.

KING DANBY
Well it’s not like I was actually gonna
do anything. I just wanted my sister’s
attention.

SIR ANDREW
Your sister?

KING DANBY
Yeah. Queen Marigold is my older sister.
You didn’t know that?

SIR ANDREW
No. I didn't know that.
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KING DANBY
Oh. I thought it was common knowledge.

SIR ANDREW
Wait. So why did she ask me to come all
the way over here if she knew it wasn’'t
true?

KING DANBY
I don’'t know man. Maybe you should ask
her when you get back.

SIR ANDREW
So I came all this way for nothing?

KING DANBY
Well, I don’'t know if it was all for
nothing. Life has a funny way of working
out.

SIR ANDREW
Alright.
(sigh)
I guess this is goodbye, King Danby.

KING DANBY
Peace out, cub scout.

NARRATOR
So off he went the same way he came. Sir
Andrew took his horse and rode all the
way back to the Marigold Kingdom. He was
a little upset, understandably so,
because he wasted two whole days
traveling back and forth between
kingdoms. When he got through the front
doors of the castle, he was met with
Queen Marigold, who was waiting for him
at the top of the stairs.

SIR ANDREW
Queen Marigold. What was this all for?
Why did you send me on a false
adventure? And why didn’t you tell me
you had a brother?

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Well if you would let me explain myself
it’1l all become clear.

SIR ANDREW

I apologize, Queen Marigold. If you
would allow me to start over, please.
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QUEEN MARIGOLD
Very well, then.

SIR ANDREW
Queen Marigold, I came back from my
travels and I need to ask you something.
Why did you make me go on a fake
adventure to your brother’s kingdom?

QUEEN MARIGOLD
The answer is simple. Because it
would’ve spoiled the surprise.

SIR ANDREW
Surprise? What are you talking about?

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Congratulations. You’ve passed the test.

SIR ANDREW
Pardon?

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Sir Andrew, I sent you on this adventure
to see if you would do exactly as I
said. You knew how much the heirloom
meant to me, but you had faith in my
order and direction. You’ve shown great
respect for this kingdom. And for your
commitment and pledged allegiance, I
would like to give you a gift.

SIR ANDREW
No, Your Majesty. That’s not necessary.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
I am honored to bestow upon you, the
title of Baron. You shall henceforth be
known as Lord Andrew.

SIR ANDREW
Oh my. Thank you, my Queen. Thank you so
very much. It’s such an honor. I don't
know what to say.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Believe me. The honor is all mine.
You’ve proved time and time again that
you are up for the responsibility and
that you can be trusted in times of
hardship. These qualities are hard to
come by and it’s so wonderful that you
have shown them throughout your time
here.
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SIR ANDREW
Queen Marigold, I would just like to
take this time to apologize again for my
rudeness before. I was out of line and I
shouldn’t have taken that tone with you.
I'm sorry. It will never happen again.

QUEEN MARIGOLD
Nonsense. It just goes to show how
serious you are about these things. It
also shows that you can keep me in my
place if ever needed. And you're not
afraid to speak up for what’s right. We
can really use someone like you. You
might give me a run for my money one day
if I'm not careful. The kingdom and its
people are forever in your gratitude,
Lord Andrew.

NARRATOR
And so, it ended as quickly as it began.
Queen Marigold and the newly promoted
Lord Andrew continued to live in harmony
with their alliance to the Danby
Kingdom. The kingdoms were at their best
yet and, hopefully, with the help of
Lord Andrew, they would continue to
thrive tenfold. Life was good. Everybody
was as happy as can be. And they lived
happily ever after. The end.



